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ACCESO A LAS ENSEÑANZAS ARTÍSTICAS SUPERIORES SIN REUNIR REQUISITOS 

ACADÉMICOS 
PARA EL CURSO 2016-2017 

 

PRUEBA DE MADUREZ 
(Convocada por Resolución de 23 de febrero de 2017 – BORM del 6 de marzo) 

 

  DNI:  

Apellidos:  Nombre:  

Por favor, escriba sus datos con letras mayúsculas 

TERCER EJERCICIO – INGLÉS 
 

PART 1: READING COMPREHENSION (60%) 

 
 

CERVANTES VS. SHAKESPEARE 
 

 

The 23rd of April was World Book Day, which first celebrated by UNESCO in 1995 in 

order to encourage (1) reading and to promote the publishing industry and the 

protection of the intellectual property rights of authors. This date was chosen because it 

marks the death of two major (2) writers: William Shakespeare (1564-1616) and 

Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616).  

Although both authors were contemporaries, they did not actually pass away (3) on the 

same day, since (4) the United Kingdom and Spain were observing different calendars 

at the time: the Julian and the Gregorian respectively. In 1582, Pope Gregory XII 

moved the Gregorian calendar forward by 10 days. France, Italy and Spain adopted this 

change immediately, but England didn’t follow until 1752, keeping to the Julian 

calendar, which was created by Julius Caesar.  
And neither did their lives have anything in common. Shakespeare was able to make a 

living from his work and was covered with admiration, whereas Cervantes died in 

poverty (5) and was condemned by the Spanish Inquisition. Shakespeare is considered, 

along with Cervantes, one of the greatest writers of all time and without a doubt the best 

playwright. Breaking with the classical precepts imposed during the Renaissance, both 

writers show an obsession with typical baroque language combining the comic with the 

tragic in their work. The theatres of the Spanish Golden Age and of Elizabethan London 

have much in common. Both writers make use of the famous stories from A Thousand 

and One Nights. Shakespeare’s characters have become universal symbols of a given 

emotion or temperament: Hamlet for doubt and indecision, Othello for uncontrollable 

jealousy, Macbeth for ambition and Romeo and Juliet for love.  

And what about Don Quixote? He sends such universal messages, and helps the reader 

to develop critical thought. Don Quixote faces up to corrupt politicians, to the Church, 

to the outmoded aristocracy. He is idealistic and libertarian, brave and generous.  
 The book was initially very popular with the general public, but not with intellectuals 

and writers. It was the English Romantics who elevated the ingenious hidalgo Don 

Quixote to the place of honour that he deserved. They brought his adventures to a wider 
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audience by translating them and painting them, just as Delacroix painted Hamlet in the 

cemetery holding a skull.  
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READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. BE 

CAREFUL TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR EACH QUESTION. 
 

TASK 1  
 

Link each of the words/expressions below with a word/expression in the 

column (as numbered in the text). 
 

most important scarceness die as animate 
 

(1)  encourage and … 

(2)  major and … 

(3) pass away  and … 

(4)  since and … 

(5)  poverty and … 
 

TASK 2  
 

Read the questions and choose the right option (tick the cell). Question 0 is 

an example. 

0. (Example) The text is about… 

 a) The 2 worldwide writers Cervantes and Shakespeare. 

 b) educational policies. 

 c) UNESCO and NATO. 

1. William Shakespeare… 

 a) was wealthy and famous. 

 b) said that Cervantes should suffer the Spanish Inquisition. 

 c) died in 1616 in poverty. 

2. Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra… 

 a) lived a luxury and successful life. 

 b) didn’t have a lot of money. 

 c) had problems with his relatives.  

3. United Kingdom and Spain… 

 a) followed the Sun and the Moon calendar respectively. 

 b) followed the same calendar. 

 c) followed different calendars. 

4.  Both Cervantes and Shakespeare… 

 a) got stories from Renaissance writers. 

 b) got inspired in 1001 Nights. 

 c) were close friends.  

5. Don Quixote… 

 a) became very popular among British critics. 

 b) became very popular with the general public. 

 c) became very popular for Hamlet and Othello.  
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PART 2: WRITING (40%) 

Please write a text about 200 words telling all you know about Miguel de 

Cervantes Saavedra and William Shakespeare. You can include information such 

as the following: 

 

a. Fact file (biography, nationality, period where they lived…). 

b. Names of plays, summary of their plots, characters from their plays you 

know… 

c. Your personal opinion about them; if you like them; if you have read any of 

their plays; if you have seen any of their plays in the theatre, opera and if 

you liked them; … 

d. Anything related to them, their 400 anniversary or how they have influenced 

literature… 

 

 


